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USEEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EEC, PGOV, PORG, DA 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEETING, COPENHAGEN, APRIL 7-8 
DELCARATION ON DEMOCRACY 

REF: COPENHAGEN 2332, COPENHAGEN 2335 

DURING READ-OUT FOLLOWING EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEETING, DANES GAVE US 
TEXT OF DECLARATION ON DEMOCRACY: 

QUOTE 


DECLARATION ON DEMOCRACY 

THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES MEETING WITHIN THE 
RUROPEAN COUNCIL MAKE THE FOLLOWING DECLARATION. 

THE ELECTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE RUROPEAN PARLIAMENT BY DIRECT 
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE IS AN EVENT OF OUTSTANDING IMPORTANCE FOR THE 
FUTURE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AND A VIVID DEMONSTRATION OF 
THE IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY SHARED BY THE PEOPLE WITHIN THEM. 
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THE CREATION OF THE COMMUNITIES, WHICH IS THE FOUNDATION OF EVER 
CLOSER UNION AMONG THE PEOPLES OF EUROPE CALLED FOR IN THE TREATY 
OF ROME, MARKED THE DETERMINATION OF THEIR FOUNDERS TO STRENGTHEN 
THE PROTECTION OF PEACE AND FREEDOM. 

THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT CONFIRM THEIR WILL, AS EXPRESSED IN THE 
COPENHAGEN DECLARATION ON THE EUROPEAN IDENTITY, TO ENSURE THAT THE 
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CHERISHED VALUES OF THEIR LEGAL, POLITICAL AND MORAL ORDER ARE 
RESPECTED AND TO SAFEGUARD THE PRINCIPLES OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMO- 
CRACY, OF THE RULE OF LAW, OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND OF RESPECT FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS. 

THE APPLICATION OF THESE PRINCIPLES IMPLIES A POLITICAL SYSTEM OF 
PLURALIST DEMOCRACY WHICH GUARANTEES BOTH THE FREE EXPRESSION OF 
OPINIONS WITHIN THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORGANISATION OF POWERS AND THE 
PROCEDURES NECESSARY FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH THE JOINT DELCAR- 
ATION BY THE ASSEMBLY, THE COUNCIL AND THE COMMISSION WHEREBY THESE 
INSTITUTIONS EXPRESSED THEIR DETERMINATION TO RESPECT FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHTS IN PURSUING THE AIMS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 

THEY SOLEMNLY DECLARE THAT RESPECT FOR AND MAINTENANCE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN EACH MEMBER STATE 
ARE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF MEMBERSHIP OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES. 

UNQUOTE 

COMMENT: DANES TOLD US THAT DURING DISCUSSION OF THIS ITEM, 

HEADS OF GOVERNMENT HAD TWO IDEAS IN MIND: (1) TO SET STAGE FOR 
ENLARGEMENT BY REPLYING IN A SENSE TO SPAIN, GREECE, AND PORTUGAL. 

ALL OF WHICH HAD STRESSED THEIR SUPPORT OF DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES 
WHEN APPLYING FOR EC MEMBERSHIP; AND (2) AS COROLLARY TO STATE- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 COPENH 02336 081743Z 

MENT ON DIRECT ELECTIONS. 

DEAN 
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